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The power of the eHRAF World Cultures/Archaeology databases is that the information is organized into cultures or traditions,
ethnic and indigenous groups, and the full-text documents (books, articles, and dissertations) are subject-indexed at the
paragraph-level. Figure 1 is an excerpt of a page as you would find it in eHRAF. On the left-hand side (#1) is the document’s
table of contents (in this case a monograph), in the middle the paragraphs of the page, and to the far right are the subjects for
each paragraph. A list of all the subjects, based on the Outline of Cultural Materials (OCM for short), can be found in the back
of the User’s Guide. In Figure 1 the paragraph (#2) contains various topics, which are subject-indexed to the right of the text
(#3). Clicking on a subject (e.g. “Dwellings”) will open up a box (#4) with a description of the subject. When you perform a
search (see Lookup Search, see Figure 2, #3 on the next page) we recommend that you use the subjects (OCMs) instead of
keyword(s) as this will enable you to retrieve information buried in out-of-the-way places or described by uncommon words.

Figure 1. View of a Page in eHRAF... each paragraph is subject indexed
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Figure 2 shows the Lookup Search in eHRAF. Although it is not the default search, we
recommend this search because it is the “middle way” between the Basic and Advanced Search
and shows the actual search process. In the Lookup box (#1) type in the term(s), e.g.,"Blackfeet
dwellings” and click on the gray Lookup button (#2). This will search HRAF's unique OWC
(Outline of World Cultures) and OCM (Outline of Cultural Materials) culture/subject thesaurus
and suggest which cultures and subjects to use (see Figure 2, #3). Deselect unwanted culture
names or subjects by clicking on the “x” boxes (#4). If culture names/subjects don’t appear you
can use the “Add/Remove” tabs (#5) to bring up the subject/culture picklists. Use “+” to open up
culture/subject picklists and “-“ to close it (#6) and then click in the circle to add cultures/subjects
to your search. To narrow your search you can add word(s) in the text search box (#7), but
make sure to correctly set the Boolean operator (use “or” (#8) for alternative terms like “tent*” or
“tipi*”). Clicking on the gray “Submit eHRAF Search” button (#9) will execute the search and
produce a list of cultures and subject results in the paragraph-level of ethnographic texts (see
Figure 3).

Tip! Truncate your search terms whether it's the culture names (e.g., Mongol* for Mongolians,
Mongolian), subjects (e.g., dwelling*), or words (e.g., tent*) to get better search results. Use
guotation marks to search for exact terms (e.g., “evil eye”).

Tip! Use the OCM number (e.g., “342” for dwellings) in the Lookup search if you want to retrieve

that specific subject. [ 342 || Lookup

Figure 2. Lookup Search using the OWC culture and OCM subject thesaurus
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Figure 3. Subject and Word Search Results at the Paragraph-level in a Document
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OCM Numbers & Subjects
The OCM subjects from the Outline of Cultural Materials (OCM) are what makes eHRAF so
unique and different from other full-text databases. The power of eHRAF is that HRAF
analysts assign every paragraph in the eHRAF documents with OCM subjects that relate to
the subjects/topics discussed. The subjects (OCMs for short) enable you to search the full-text
documents more effectively than keyword searches. The subjects can be found in the Search
and Browse sections at eHRAF World Cultures http://ehrafWorldCultures.yale.edu and eHRAF
Archaeology http://ehrafArchaeology.yale.edu . Use the OCM number (e.g., “132” for climate)

in the Lookup search if you want to retrieve the exact and only subject.
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400 MACHINES
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657 Public Welfare

658 Public Education

659 Miscellaneous Government Activities

660 POLITICAL BEHAVIOR
661 Exploitation

662 Political Intrigue

663 Public Service

664 Pressure Politics

665 Political Parties

666 Elections

667 Political Machines

668 Political Movements
669 Revolution

670 LAW

671 Legal Norms
672 Liability

673 Wrongs

674 Crime

675 Contracts

676 Agency

677 Organized Crime

680 OFFENSES AND SANCTIONS
681 Sanctions

682 Offenses against Life

683 Offenses Against the Person
684 Sex and Marital Offenses

685 Property Offenses

686 Nonfulfillment of Obligations
687 Offenses against the State

688 Religious Offenses

689 Social Offenses

690 JUSTICE

691 Litigation

692 Judicial Authority

693 Legal and Judicial Personnel
694 Initiation of Judicial Proceedings
695 Trial Procedure

696 Execution of Justice

697 Prisons and Jails

698 Special Courts



700 ARMED FORCES

701 Military Organization

702 Recruitment and Training
703 Discipline and Morale
704 Ground Combat Forces
705 Supply and Commissariat
706 Navy

707 Air Force

708 Auxiliary Corps

710 MILITARY TECHNOLOGY
711 Military Engineering

712 Military Installations

713 Ordnance

714 Uniform and Accouterment
715 Military Vehicles

716 Naval Vessels

717 Military Aircraft

718 Special Military Equipment
719 Munitions Industries

720 WAR

721 Instigation of War
722 Wartime Adjustments
723 Strategy

724 Logistics

725 Tactics

726 Warfare

727 Aftermath of Combat
728 Peacemaking

729 War Veterans

730 SOCIAL PROBLEMS

731 Disasters

732 Disabilities

733 Alcoholism and Drug Addiction
734 Invalidism

735 Poverty

736 Dependency

737 Old Age Dependency

738 Delinquency

740 HEALTH AND WELFARE
741 Philanthropic Foundations
742 Medical Research

743 Hospitals and Clinics

744 Public Health and Sanitation
745 Social Insurance

746 Public Assistance

747 Private Welfare Agencies
748 Social Work

750 SICKNESS

751 Preventive Medicine

752 Bodily Injuries

753 Theory of Disease

754 Sorcery

755 Magical and Mental Therapy
756 Shamans and Psychotherapists
757 Medical Therapy

758 Medical Care

759 Medical Personnel

760 DEATH

761 Life and Death

762 Suicide

763 Dying

764 Burial Practices and Funerals

765 Mourning

766 Special Burial Practices and Funerals
767 Mortuary Specialists

768 Social Readjustments to Death

769 Cult of the Dead

770 RELIGIOUS BELIEFS

771 General Character of Religion
772 Cosmology

773 Mythology

774 Animism

775 Eschatology

776 Spirits and Gods

777 Luck and Chance

778 Sacred Objects and Places
779 Theological Systems

780 RELIGIOUS PRACTICES
781 Religious Experience

782 Prayers and Sacrifices

783 Purification and Atonement
784 Avoidance and Taboo

785 Asceticism

786 Ecstatic Religious Practices
787 Revelation and Divination
788 Ritual

789 Magic

790 ECCLESIASTICAL ORGANIZATION
791 Magicians and Diviners

792 Prophets and Ascetics

793 Priesthood

794 Congregations

795 Sects

796 Organized Ceremonial

797 Missions

798 Religious Intolerance



800 NUMBERS AND MEASURES
801 Numerology

802 Numeration

803 Mathematics

804 Weights and Measures

805 Ordering of Time

810 SCIENCES AND HUMANITIES
811 Logic

812 Philosophy

813 Scientific Method

814 Humanistic Studies

815 Science

816 Applied Science

820 IDEAS ABOUT NATURE AND PEOPLE

821 Ethnometeorology
822 Ethnophysics

823 Ethnogeography
824 Ethnobotany

825 Ethnozoology

826 Ethnoanatomy
827 Ethnophysiology
828 Ethnopsychology
829 Ethnosociology

830 SEX

831 Sexuality

832 Sexual Stimulation

833 Sexual Intercourse

834 General Sex Restrictions
835 Kinship Regulation of Sex
836 Premarital Sex Relations
837 Extramarital Sex Relations
838 Homosexuality

839 Miscellaneous Sex Behavior

840 REPRODUCTION

841 Menstruation

842 Conception

843 Pregnancy

844 Childbirth

845 Difficult and Unusual births
846 Postnatal Care

847 Abortion and Infanticide
848 lllegitimacy

850 INFANCY AND CHILDHOOD
851 Social Placement

852 Ceremonial During Infancy and Childhood

853 Infant Feeding

854 Infant Care

855 Child Care

856 Development and Maturation
857 Childhood activities

858 Status of Children

860 SOCIALIZATION

861 Techniques of Inculcation

862 Weaning and Food Training
863 Cleanliness Training

864 Sex Training

865 Aggression Training

866 Independence Training

867 Transmission of Cultural Norms
868 Transmission of Skills

869 Transmission of Beliefs

870 EDUCATION

871 Educational System

872 Elementary Education

873 Liberal Arts Education

874 Vocational Education

875 Teachers

876 Educational Theory and Methods
877 Students

880 ADOLESCENCE, ADULTHOOD, AND OLD AGE
881 Puberty and Initiation

882 Status of Adolescents

883 Adolescent Activities

884 Majority

885 Adulthood

886 Senescence

887 Activities of the Aged

888 Status and Treatment of the Aged

890 GENDER ROLES AND ISSUES
890 Gender Roles and Issues

900 TEXTS

901 Texts in the Speaker's Language
902 Texts translated into English

903 Interlinear Translations

910 ARCHAEOLOGICAL MEASURES, TECHNIQUES,
AND ANALYSES

911 Chronologies and Cultural Sequences

912 Cultural Stratigraphy

913 Functional Specialization areas

914 Typologies and Classifications

915 Archaeological Inventories

Note that * indicates that the categories so
marked are retired from usage as of May 1997
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